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ISSUE 

The Legislature passed the Water Bond with 

strong bipartisan support with a clear intent to 

provide funding for water storage that meets the 

public benefit requirements of Chapter 8. The 

goal of Chapter 8 of the Water Bond is to 

improve aging water infrastructure, provide a 

reliable water supply for the public and our 

agricultural economy, and protect the Delta and 

the environmental health of the state.  

 

Furthermore, voters resoundingly approved 

Proposition 1 by 67 percent. This unprecedented 

vote was based on the drought, bipartisan 

support from every part of the state, and a 

promise to save water for California’s future.  

 

In order to meet California’s water needs and the 

promises of the Water Bond, we must act 

urgently to expand water storage and ensure 

water storage infrastructure is funded. Increased 

storage will help provide the flexibility 

necessary to manage and prepare for future 

water challenges due to climate change, weather 

extremes, and a growing economy. 

 

The California Water Commission 

(Commission) is currently developing the 

guidelines and regulations to allocate $2.7 

billion, out of the $7.5 billion, in Water Bond 

funding for the public benefits of water storage 

projects. The Commission must adopt 

regulations by December 15, 2016 and will not 

make initial funding decisions until 2018.  

 

In anticipation of the Commission’s regulations 

and funding decisions, local governments and 

stakeholders are organizing and working 

collectively to form joint powers authorities 

(JPAs) to build needed water storage 

infrastructure.  

 

 

EXISTING LAW 

In August 2014, the Legislature passed AB 

1471: the Water Quality, Supply, and 

Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014. 

 

With the promise of increased water storage, in 

November 2014, California voters 

overwhelmingly passed the Water Bond. The 

bond authorized $7.5 billion to finance water 

quality, supply, and infrastructure improvement 

program. The bond dedicated $2.7 billion for 

investments in water storage projects that 

provide specified public benefits. 

 

Chapter 8 of the Water Bond sets public benefit 

requirements for water storage projects 

including: (1) water quality improvements to the 

Delta and river systems; (2) flood control 

benefits, including increases in reservoir storage 

capacity in response to decreasing snowpack; (3) 

emergency response; and (4) recreation 

purposes. 

THIS BILL 

AB 1649 would require the Department of 

Water Resources to establish a state policy to 

give priority to the formation and funding of 

JPAs to address surface water storage.  
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